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Joint UNSW / NSW Rural Health Research Alliance 

PhD Scholarship in Health Services Research 

UNSW and the NSW Rural Health Research Alliance are offering a PhD scholarship to a motivated 

candidate who wishes to undertake higher degree research (HDR) on a project examining 

interventions/strategies to reduce preventable visits to hospital in rural communities and improve the quality 

of outpatient and community care. 

Scope of project focus might include, but not limited to: 

▪ Understanding how Emergency Department (ED) data reflects population health and service gaps 
▪ Upstream drivers of ED Demand and models of care to address same  

 

Scholarship award, duration and location 

The scholarship amount awarded to full-time HDR students is $28,092 per annum, tax exempt and indexed 

annually. PhD scholarship duration is three and a half years fulltime equivalent. 

Start Date: on the date the last party signs this agreement. 

End Date: 20 June 2029  

The Activity will be provided at the following location: UNSW Rural Clinical School campuses situated in 

Mid North Coast and Murrumbidgee Local Health Districts: Supervisory team located in Port Macquarie.  

Eligibility:  

To be eligible for the HDR scholarship, PhD applicants must: 

• Meet UNSW’s minimum admission criteria for a PhD and be accepted for admission to UNSW. 

• Be Domestic or an Australian resident 

• Be from a rural area or prepared to move to rural NSW and be based out of UNSW’s rural clinical 
school for a significant proportion of their candidature 

• PhD Candidate’s progress will be reviewed annually and must maintain satisfactory progress while 
holding the Scholarship. 

 

Consideration will be given to part-time applicants, although full-time applicants are preferred. 

Evidence of previous research study (e.g. honours or masters degrees) is desirable for entry into a HDR 
scholarship, although not essential as equivalent experience gained via research in health services or 
related fields, such as public or population health, health economics, epidemiology or biostatistics, will be 
considered. 
 
Enquiries:  

Dr Linda Ferrington:  l.ferrington@unsw.edu.au or 

Dr Alex Stephens:    Alexandre.Stephens@health.nsw.gov.au 

Applications:  

To apply for the PhD scholarship, please submit a current curriculum vitae, including two referees, and a 

cover letter detailing your research experience and why you’re a good fit for the scholarship to: Cara 

Elvidge: c.elvidge@unsw.edu.au 
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